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HOMES THAT STAND WARM
& WELCOMING AGAINST WINTER’S CHILL

=3 OUR SIXTH ANNIVERS




PLACES A REGULATORY REQUIREMENT to
site the new lodge well back
from the lake became an
advantage. Arriving by a path
from the woods, visitors get a
full view of Long Pond first,
then turn to enter the building.

Into the Woods
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The Appalachian Mountain Club offers luxe and LEED along )

Maine's wilderness trail
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IT’S NEVER BEEN EASY BUILDING IN THEMAINE WooDs. Consider g i
the task faced by William P. Dean, a one-armed Civil War g
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veteran who in 1867 came to the shores of Long Pond,

nearly smack in the center of the state and a very long way
from a soft bed. Undeterred, he began work on a hunting
and fishing camp that would cater to city folks. He cut
trees into 4-foot-long logs, the maximum length that he
and his 10-year-old son could handle, and put up an eight-
sided cabin called the Octagon, which served as

the camp’s centerpiece, =

CHITECTURE LDA ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS BUILDER SCOTT APPANEAL CONSTRUCTION
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FOUR NEW caBINS, one of which fulfills the accessibility requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act, have interiors (aBoVE) that feature a queen bed (LEFT), two bunks
(RIGHT), a wood stove, and lighting by propane lamps.
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THE DESIGN oF the new lodge (LEFT) takes its rustic cues from
the camp's historic log cabins. The cabins themselves (aBovE)
were restored and given new metal roofs as part of the $2.7
million project.

The Octagon was still standing when the Appala-
chian Mountain Club {(AMC) purchased the camp in 2006
as part of its Maine Woods Initiative, an ambitious pro-
gram to protect 100,000 acres in the fabled 100-Mile Wil-
derness region. Readers of travel writer Bill Bryson’s epic
A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering Ameriea on the Appa-
lachian Trail (Broadway Books, 1998) will recall that this
is the area marked by “a long, soberly phrased warning to
the effect that what lay beyond was not like other stretches
of the trail, and that you shouldn’t proceed if you didn't
have at least 10 days® worth of food and weren’t feeling like
the people in a Patagonia ad.” Given that the AMC’s goal
is to introduce people to the outdoors, its challenge was
how to make this old camp, far from the nearest power line
or running water, a comfortable and attractive place that
will keep visitors coming back.

The new Gorman Chairback Lodge & Cabins achieves
that most handily. With money provided by Lisa and Leon
Gorman (he's the past president of L.L. Bean and the
grandson of the company’s founder), the AMC hired LDa
Architecture & Interiors in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
to plan the renovation of the camp’s existing structures,

which included a row of lakeside cabins dating from the
1920s and 1950s, and design new buildings. “Those old
cabins kept us honest,” says architect Doug Dick, a prin-
cipal at LDa. “We took our cues from them, while giving




ARTEFACT

HOME | GARDEN

ARTEFACT HOME | GARDEN is an artfully curated collection of furniture, lighting, mirrors, table and
barware, garden containers, home textiles, accessories & unique gifts. Located in a refurbished
1930's car showroom the inspired pieces of Verallen-courtiers of finely tailored uphalstery, stunning
blown glass vessels from the studio of Joa Cariali, one-of-a-kind chandeliers and tables and the
distinctive garden pots of Pennoyer & Newman cast from estate originals all combine to create a
unigue and distinctive shopping destination.

ARTEFACT also offers Garden Services, Container Gardening and Flowers for events,

Shop Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10AM to 6PM
Homeowners, Designers, Architects, Builders and all those who love great design are welcome!

1000 Pleasant Street, Belmont, MA 02478 | 617.993.334T7 | www.artefacthome.com

Brown Jordan Outdoor Kitchens completes your outdoor living space by combining
Brown Jordan furniture with @ widerange of cooking and entertaining possibilities
that rival interior kitchens. Utilizing Europeansiyle frameless cabinetry of stainless
sleel construction, kitchens can fit am W ;cx}‘rmrif'r or foke on amy shape the homeowner
desires. Add a touch ot individuality by selectin g a door style ...or an exclusive

Brown Jordan powder coat finish that matches vour furniture
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To KEEP THE scale of the new lodge from
dominating the camp, the architects split
the building into a main and a back area
connected by a low linking structure. Solar
panels and a vegetable garden greet visitors
at the cam p entrance (FACING PAGE),
underscoring its off-the-grid mission.

the lodge and the four new cabins a slightly
more contemporary look.” Working from
amaster plan by landscape architects and
planners at Boston’s Halvorson Design
Partnership, LDa perched a new lodgeona
rise above Long Pond and nestled new cab-
ins in the woods behind the lakeside group.
While the old cabins retain their rustieity,
the new units feature private bathrooms
with hot showers; one meets the accessi-
bility standards of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, as does the lodge, Throw in
family-style breakfasts and dinners served
up by a staff of eight, a beer and wine menu,
made-to-order trail lunches, and a com-
munal sauna, and you're talking the kind
of comfort that William Dean could have
only dreamed of providing his guests.
Their features and comfort notwith-
standing, the very fact that the buildings
went up is remarkable. The site is 20 miles



oflogging road outside Greenville, Maine,
the nearest town, and in winter, only one
lane is plowed. It was a trek that became
very familiar to Gary Dethlefsen, opera-
tions manager for AMC’s Maine wilder-
ness lodges and the man who oversaw the
project. “We broke ground in July 2010; the
first reservations at the lodge were for Jan-
uary 2011," he says with a smile. “It started
snowing in November.” The construction
crew came in from Greenville, “and at one
point or another, everybody got stuck,” he
recalls, “including a lumber-supply truck
that skidded off the road and tipped over
into aditeh.” A new truck had to be brought
in and the entire load transferred. Whena
storm threatened to close the whole thing
down with only days until the first guests
arrived, the four workers charged with
completing the punch list commuted by
snowmobile.,

Equally remarkable, the project has
applied for LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) certification.
“There was a board-level decision made,”
says Dick, “to *walk the talk’ of the AMC’s
conservation wvalues. Building a LEED
structure completely off the grid was a tall
order, but we did it.” That feat involved
engineering and installing some sophisti-
cated systems, including an array of 27
state-of-the-art solar panels with battery
bank, a propane-fired 45-kilowatt genera-
tor, a high-efficiency wood boiler, mulching
toilets for the lodge, and a 1,000-gallon
hot-water reservoir that serves the entire
camp. The lodge has radiant floor heat
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real american furniture. handerafted in vermont.
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'PLACES'
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THE CAMP 15 OPEN to Appalachian Mountain
Club members and nonmembers alike, with
kayaks and canoes available for venturing out
to explore the beauty of Long Pond.

throughout, while the cabins rely on wood
stoves, In addition, the lodge is sited to
take full advantage of the sun — it picks up
“eight degrees of free heat” on some winter
days, says Dethlefsen. Locally sourced
materials, a key part of LEED construc-
tion, included windows from Quebee, lum-
ber from nearby sawmills, and furniture
built from trees felled on the property. The
Jotul wood stoves are forged and built just
outside Portland, Maine, and the luxurious
bedding in every cabin is from L.L. Bean in
Freeport, Maine,

The camp is open year-round to AMC
members and nonmembers alike, with six-
week breaks in early winter and during
spring’s black-fly season. During a recent
visit, the place was not quite at its 66-per-
son capacity, but the bustle and camarade-
rie in the dining room (and the flank steak
dinner being served) made it hard to believe
this was deep wilderness. Guests spoke of
fly-fishing, hiking the nearby gorge known
as Gulf Hagas, and returning in winter to
ski cross-country on groomed trails from
Gorman Chairback to the two other AMC

camps, Little Lyford and
FOR MORE Medawisla. Just outside the
e windows, under a deepening
RESOURCES  blue sky, sat pristine Long
Pond and the summits of Third, Fourth,
and Barren mountains, Along the ridgeline
runs the Appalachian Trail. Bill Bryson, if
you're up there, come on down! &
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